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March 18, 19, 20, 1976
San Jose State University Theatre

CABOODLE

Director•s Note to Parents and Educators.

A CALIFORNIA FAIRYTALE
Directed by Robert F. Jenkins
Scene Design by Sharon Grish
under the supervision of Donamarie Reeds
Costume Design by Sharon Grish
under the supervision of Brigitte Sitte
Lighting Design by Bruce DeLesDernier
under the supervision of Kenneth R. Dorst
Technical Direction by James R. Earle, Jr.
Music by Ray Mendonca
GALIVANTING INSPIRATION GROUP
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Kay Hofer

Patrick Boland

Paula Kelly

Emelyn Buskirk

Denis Marks

Dan Butler

Ray Mendonca

Bruce DeLesDernier

Jeff Rodgers

Judith Emerson
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Sharon Grish

We are all aware that the natural environment
is in grave danger. We have only to look out our window on a smoggy summer day to confirm this fact. The
growing Jist of endangered animals provides further
evidence . Every year it becomes clearer that the price
of our modern industrial civilization is the exploitation, depletion, and often, destruction of our natural
resources.
And yet, when the ardent environmentalist and
the proud industrialist confront each other, we discover
that both have valid, realistic arguments. There is no
doubt that it is a difficult, clouded, emotional problem.
Galivanting Inspiration Group decided to explore
the problem in the form of an improvisationally-created
children•s play. We have attempted to present the issues
through images and forms which would be understandable
to children in the primary grades and entertaining as an
adult fable.
Using sympathetic animal characters, the play
follows a standard fairytale formula complete with a
happy ending. It is also an adventure tale for older
children in which the sinister Grey Spirit weaves enchantments of black magic. Most important it dramatizes
the conflict between tradition and progress, city and
country, the natural world and modern civilization.
Our solution to the conflict is utopian. Caboodle resolves with an idealistic, romantic compromise.
The villain is reformed and the heroine gains new understanding and compassion. We decide that humans and
nature can co-exist in a state of harmony and balance.
Is this a 11 realistic 11 solution? We don•t know.
Perhaps we are simply confirming for you, your children,
and ourselves, that there actually IS a solution. ~
dle is our springtime affirmation of hope.

